
November 28th FOWE Meeting Minutes 

Attendees: Christina Johnston, Kirsten Hendy, Stephanie Jackson, Tom Adelman, Sam Prouty, 

Karrie Sinks.  

Delicious vegetarian chili prepared by Melanie Root.  Childcare provided by Narges Anzali 

and Maddie Crowne.  THANK YOU! 

 

INTRODUCE ACSD BOARD MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

● Any follow-up to the community dialogues?  There were no Board members in 

attendance tonight, but Megan attended a Facilities Master Planning Steering 

Committee meeting today and provided this feedback: 

“ Today, the Facilities Master Planning Steering Committee met to debrief after 3 

community engagement meetings held in November.  All agreed that we were glad ot 

have had good participation from the ACSD community, totaling about 140 people.  We 

have received feedback from those meetings in the form of a continuum walk, surveys 

(27 submitted), and emails (3).  Needless to say, that feedback was primarily from 

individuals with strong opinions.  We noted that our ongoing work shouldn’t be unduly 

influenced by a handful of loud voices.  We also noted that our role is primarily focused 

on community engagement in the Facilities Master Plan as the district moves forward 

toward increased sustainability.  The decision making rests with the ACSD School Board.  

The ACSD website includes a page, under “Board and Community”, with more 

information and links to the survey.  We are hoping to have a letter in the paper thanking 

people for participating and informing about next steps.  One group is working on 

distributing a survey to teachers and we will be working on a survey for high school 

students.  We will continue to meet on a monthly basis with a plan to hold a second series 

of community meetings in March.” 

Please take some time to respond to the survey online if you haven’t already done so. 

Here is a link to the ACSD page where you can find the survey and other info about 

the process. 

 

https://www.acsdvt.org/domain/897


PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

● EOM process just began - students will be creating a version of chain reaction Rube 

Goldberg design.  Teams will create a design that works independently and then all 

creations will be joined to work together. 

● This week has been introductory and exploratory with simple machines in each 

classroom.  Monday is official kick-off. 

● After vacation - Taiko drummers from Burlington will be artist in residence. 

Evening performance on 1/23 open to families.   

 

FINANCIAL REPORT/REQUESTS FOR FUNDS 

● Current FOWE balance is $5035.16 - still have donations coming in for playground. 

Slide will be installed in spring and “beaver lodge” will be completed.  At that time, 

we will do something special to honor Mike Newkirk for all of his work. 

● What specific initiatives we can help with/plan for this year?  

○ Final playground work  

○ request for support of up to 3 teachers for IB training this year - $744/ea. 

○ will be request for artist in residence around $1,000 

● Should we plan for a fundraising letter?  We have a number of fundraisers ahead of us 

and we can revisit the need for a letter in the spring. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

● Staff appreciation lunch - Monday, 12/17 - Karrie will organize sign up genius for this.  

● Gifts for Giving 12/19 -  Tom, Stephanie, Karrie, Kirsten will organize the event. 

○ Clarify/reset the intention of the day - Christina - more variety in type of 

stations, limit # of stations, allow groups to return during recess to finish up 

if needed. 

○ Number and range of stations - committee will discuss this and confer with 

Christina 

○ Schedule - Kirsten & Christina will work on this  



● Night skating party - tentative 1/4 - weather/rink dependent - not sure how soon rink 

will go up 

● Notte/Horse Traders fundraiser - 1/26 - Weybridge artist Jill Madden has graciously 

agreed to donate a piece of artwork to be raffled off.  The Sinks family is generously 

donating a pair of ski passes to Stowe as a second raffle item.  Tickets to come 

before winter break and drawings will take place on 1/26.  Kim, Kelley, Karrie and 

Kirsten are committee working on this. 

 

NEXT MEETING - Wednesday, January 9th 


